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{Abstract)

A Study on the Problems of the Insurer’s Liability
for Suicide of the Insured after the Suicide
Exemption Period has elapsed

Kim, Dong Min’

In general, insurance is based on contingency and uncertainty, so
it fits the basic principle of insurance that the insurer is exempt from
intentional accidents, in other words, accidents that have lost
contingency. According to the commercial law, even in the case of
death insurance, the insurer’s exemption is recognized for insurance
accidents caused by the ‘intentional’ of the policyholder, the insured
and the beneficiary in accordance with the general principles of
insurance. Therefore, in principle, the insured’s suicide is not a reason
for the insurer’s liability.

However, according to the standard terms and conditions of life
insurance, in principle, the insurer is exempted from intentional
accidents, but is responsible for paying the insurance money for death
due to the insured’s mental and physical loss, or the insured’s
intentional death occurring after the insurer’s exemption period of
two years. In this regard, it is a question in the perspective of the
basic principles of insurance law whether the insurer is responsible
for the suicide of the insured after the period of suicide exemption
has elapsed.

This is a problem arising from the conflict between the ideology of
“ political protection at the humane level’ for the beneficiaries such as the
bereaved family and the ideology of “goodwill of insurance and
protection of insurance organizations’ as essential characteristics of
insurance. Therefore, in this study, I reviewed the problem of Article
5 of the ’‘Standard Terms and Conditions of Life Insurancé, which

* Ph.D, Professer of SangMyung University.
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stipulates that the insurer is responsible for paying insurance money
about the insured’s intentional death that occurs after the period of
suicide exemption has elapsed.

In conclusion, the insurer’s liability should not depend on whether
the period of suicide exemption has elapsed, but on the ultimate
purpose of the insured’s suicide regardless of such period. In other
words, even before the expiration of the suicide exemption period, the
insurer’s liability should be recognized for suicide that is not for the
purpose of receiving insurance benefits, and the insurer should be
considered to be exempted from the insurer if he commits suicide for
the main purpose of receiving insurance benefits even after that
period. In particular, the insurer's exemption must be granted for
altruistic suicide whose purpose is to help insurance beneficiaries by
ensuring that insurance money is paid to the beneficiaries such as
family or relatives, without considering whether the period of suicide
exemption has elapsed.

Key Words : the insured’s suicide, the insurer’s exemption, clause of
insurance, standard terms and conditions of life insurance,
intentional accident, period of suicide exemption
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