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7) Timothy S. Hall, “A Modern Forfeiture: Towards Abolition of the Life Insurance Suicide Exclusion”,
Rutgers J. L. & Pub. Pol'y, Vol.18., 2021, pp.9-10; Travis Luis Pantin, “What Can’t be Insured: The
Policyholder’s Own Bad Acts”, Comn. Ins. LJ., Vol.29, 2023, pp.103-104.
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Alliance Life Assurance Ltd(1982) 2 AN.Z. Insurance Cases 60-494 A& 9185}37 915K Anthony
A. Tarr, Australian Insurance Law, The Law Book Company Limited, 1987, p.211). Lol Eat A=
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Shivam Pandagre, “A Comprehensive Analysis of the Suicide Clause in Life Insurance Policy in India,
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Publishing, 2022, p.277.
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- 66 -



od=re) Au AR AL Aeelale] Al Hhat AT =

o] A Hsled b AAE el A elole P 4t 3l
&k ik A7) A S AR Aol Aokl w2l Felol] w=
a0) MAzYE ool AR $lsle] ARARLT BET S U= ¥

el U 52 AT W) G A AASKE Aol
% aleka AAsiE

i

A

i, ofo

(4) 25°| Hut

A= F59 danlat 2] 10 BAIRRE whugie)s0

27 WEAxE APl xRy o] FHAH7] Aol AR APl ol
A3 B F A 30l s el 9AIBK APdelglnt IRel® £
Tkl s ofellME 190 WA7|zte] At Fo Apadel] disleds BFS
AL sl USH ARAPEE o] WA 7|7be] 7 gide|ut At AJA
oAl HEAIEE Zlolofa] A dgRhfel Ze] WA= MG Folof sk A
Sho|gltt. BEAPL ofte] wExsst widEE 28-S FAE| SlEiME 34
£ olfr2 =% Alo| "l Alde|leh T2t A7l AL o] EAIZF FAle] &
7F ohel oRfsiAe] EAllal Bodeh ARt ERsE Agke] s 2y
epzake] Il 283} A3 o2 ARl el2ohe Aelth

ASA> vl=e] = 8314 st

o] Al Hsled vl HHY(US. Supreme Court) AHEFHol| 282 <okt
Z3}o] H| 5 APALALY] 79l BIFATE 38514 delehe o7d oz
gho] ke zpe] A7 A3} Foll AP HiPge AwdHal skl
AeHH, 2R diste] BEF AFE e dukdFe] EAlgdar & 4 glow

BT Aot 45 el wet 2R AR SRy T2y

X

[

—

29) Beresford v. Royal Insurance Co. Ltd.[1938} AC 599(HL). $1*38$l(illegality) S 3t A7} T2 Qg
AL B S gloe AF2 eudn SAEH 7 od=e] e R HD&O
insurance) k- W3R} HAALG-E o] Al7} 19] < 1) (deliberate)} F-E(reckless)3t 3JEC 7 A
7] £ % B ES SRR LSS TE e A B0 slTh ol el 713 WA
AMrelet. iRt sPd A= R le] slol= gt FAl oAy A S WEA] oh’E 79l
 AEE £ Qv Asirh st
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35) Davey & Coggon, supra note 30 at 528-540.
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{Abstract)

A Study on the Suicide in Insanity in UK. Life
Insurance Policy

Kim, Won Gak’

According to the OECD report, the suicide rate in the U.K. in 2020
was 8.4 per 100,000 people, significantly lower than South Korea’s
rate of 24.1 per 100,000 people. In the U.K., however, suicide is a
more serious legal topic than in other countries. In the UK., life
insurance policies can pay out for suicide. Nevertheless, most policies
have provisions or clauses that limit death benefit payments.
Typically, a policy will not pay for suicides committed within a one-
or two-year period(commonly referred to as the exclusion period),
even if the suicide was committed while in a state of insanity. In the
case of a reinstated insurance contract, this period shall be calculated
anew. However, if the suicide occurs after the exclusion period has
expired, the insurer will pay the claim regardless of whether the
suicide was committed in a sane state of mind, if the suicide was
intended from the time the policy was taken out, or if the suicide
was committed solely for the purpose of collecting the claim. Suicide
exclusion clauses of this nature are standard in UK. life insurance
policies. On the other hand, unlike most individual policies, suicide
clauses are not standard in group policies. An incontestability clause,
which wusually sets a two-year contestability period, operates
independently of the suicide clause and allows suicide to be
contested.

The main difference between the U.K. and South Korea is that
disputes over the payment of suicide benefits are rare in the UK.
This motivated the author to write this article. The traditional attitude
of English law has been largely adopted in U.S. insurance law and

* Research Professor, Korea University / Lecturer of Law, Korean National Police University /
The University of Iowa S.J.D.
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practice. In Korea, in life insurance (suicide within two years) and
accident insurance (suicide within the policy period), the insurer’s
exemption from its liability depends on whether the suicide was
committed in a state of insanity. However, in recent suicide benefit
litigation, beneficiaries have often argued that suicide was committed
in a state of insanity, and courts have recognized insanity more
broadly than in the past. This trend of interpretation by the courts
goes beyond the purpose of the suicide exclusion, which is to be
construed narrowly in cases of insanity. Furthermore, the socioeconomic
costs of the ongoing disputes are increasing.

This paper focuses on the fact that Anglo-American insurance
practice has significantly resolved the problems faced by the Korean
insurance industry. This paper first introduces the historical
background of British society’s view of suicide, dramatically influencing
the insurance practice related to suicide. The paper will then analyze
the Beresford decision, an essential reference in the Anglo-American
literature on suicide exclusions. Based on the above discussion, the
article analyzes the current attitudes of the UK. terms and conditions
and summarizes the points for our reference. The issue of suicide in
US. insurance law and practice, similar to but different from the
UK's, will be introduced in a follow-up study.
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