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{Abstract)

A study on the liability legal system and insurance
system concerning autonomous vehicles

Ahn, Ji Hyeon

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport(MOLIT) revised the
“Act on Autonomous Vehicles Driving Safety Requirements and Trial
Operations”on 31 March 2017, which there is a mandatory obligation to
being applied of Automobile Compensation Guarantee Act and obtain
Car insurance, aiming for the commercial use of 3rd stage autonomous
vehicles in 2020. The 3rd stage autonomous vehicles could be regulated
under the Automobile Compensation Guarantee Act, and further in
accordance with its legislative purpose to protect victims. However,
providing for the right of recourse against car manufacture, the
autonomous driving program is necessary to be included in the
definition of “products”, legal rules such as “relief of responsibility for
proof” or “shift the burden of proof’shall be applied to the defects of
products themselves, and the defect detection provision for accidents
during autonomous driving have to be established, on Product Liability
Act. It is also necessary to prepare procedures of recourse between the
car insurance company and the car manufacturer, through amendments
to the Automobile Compensation Guarantee Act or the Terms of Car
Insurance. For the same reason, Car insurance is more appropriate and
effective in compensating victims of autonomous vehicles accidents
than Product liability insurance. However, it is necessary to revise the
terms of Car insurance to compensate the driver as a third party or to
claim full recourse against the manufacturer, for accidents during
autonomous driving. It is also necessary for car manufacturers to
compulsorily purchase Product liability insurance when they release
autonomous vehicles.

Key Words : autonomous vehicle, operator liability, product liability,
automobile insurance, product insurance
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